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About Strange Fruit 
This book tells the story of a song written by 

Abel Meeropol, a Jewish  schoolteacher, and 

made famous by Billie Holiday.  Holiday’s 

interpretation of the song profoundly affected 

those who heard it.  It was the first song to 

make a direct reference to lynching, and the 

first protest song of the civil rights movement.  

 

Strange Fruit was published in 2001 without an 

index.   

About the Index 
The index was formatted in indented style with 

two subheading levels.  Double-spacing 

between main headings was used to allow easy 

scanning for names of the many people who 

tell the story of Strange Fruit while, at the same 

time, providing detailed access to names of 

people who dominate the story.  
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